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CREC ACADEMY OF SCIENCE AND INNOVATION

Middle School Summer Reading
The importance of summer reading has been demonstrated repeatedly in a variety of research studies.

Over and over again, it has been shown that students who read during the summer do much better in school
when it starts again in the fall. On the other hand, students who do not read during the summer demonstrate
significant loss. Middle School is an important time to continue the process of being a dedicated reader.

Assignment
1. Start the year off with extra credit in your Reading class!  Choose one summer reading assignment listed

on the back of this page.  Graphic organizers and rubrics for each assignment option can be found on the
ASI website.

2. Students are encouraged but not required to read books with families, friends, and other loved ones.

Please keep track of your summer reading below, and be prepared to hand this in at the start of the school year.

Title: Author:



Summer Reading Assignment: Choose one option below

Newspaper
(Word Gifted)

Create a Newspaper with at
least 5 articles about your
book.  You can choose to
write an informational
article on the setting, an
advertisement for the
adventure, an editorial or
opinion piece, etc.  Your
layout should be similar to a
newspaper.

Map-It
(Visual-Spatial Gifted)

Create a map showing the
setting (or route) taken by
the main character in your
book during his/her
adventure.  The map can be
of a physical journey they
take or an emotional one.
Identify and describe at
least 5 events from the
book and place the
description on the map in
the appropriate place.

Mural
(Art Gifted)

Create a mural depicting
important parts of your
book. Use a large sheet of
paper for your mural and
be sure to cover the paper
(mural style). You will need
to include a written
description (at least 6
sentences) describing your
mural.

Interview
(People Gifted)

Determine a moral or ethical
issue your main character
was faced with.  Determine
5 questions you could ask
to find out what family and
friends might have done in
the situation.  Interview 3
people using the 5
questions you created.
Hand in the answers and a
5 sentence summary of
your findings.

Mobile
(Kinesthetic Gifted)

Create a mobile (using at
least 5 cards and a hanger)
depicting major events in
your story.  On one side of
the card, describe what
happened during the major
event and on the other side
create a picture showing
the event.  Be sure the
events you choose
represent the Exposition,
Rising Action, Climax, Falling
Action, and Resolution.

Plot Poem
(Music Gifted)

Create 5 poems, at least
three (3) should represent
different styles of poetry.
Each poem should describe
a different literary element
from your book:
Characterization, Setting,
Conflict/Resolution.  Be
sure to include and
underline at least 3
different types of figurative
language.

Author Research
(Logical/Mathematical Gifted)

Investigate how the author
came up with the idea for
the story. What research
did he or she have to do to
write the book?  Take your
research and create a
visual display to share your
findings.  This can be in the
form of a poster,
powerpoint, etc.  Or you can
write a script and video
tape yourself as the
author!

Scrapbook
(Self Gifted)

Create a Scrapbook with
the following pages:

● Title and Author
● Characters
● Setting
● Conflict
● Resolution
● Plot
● Critique

Use words and pictures to
describe these literary
elements on the
appropriate page of the
scrap book.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CwWXSFa3mGvWq5KPDzdSBgExVljaX5o-09X8VsLMPBk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jDkl8JCw99QfH7aRUeMwN8H3pDDRXIS5ni8r-Qm6WRQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cBH6FY3BqA2MNll-Tt8lCt8qry-PjsMnCHRK7a7cuOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kzd8gCO4fiXPKheV1c_Nkk5n0C85vPf-PnmHW0i21O8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t6gnx1sVAH913k47-b3ThyT8PLLGetxjmcgNo3N6FIU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k1ZRDf9pyFfg4K_OakFNwNIr6vTUhZqSTcDWTlcZFrc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iYfwFS00E5fnL8-tDvq9sB7LJ8Fc-A9cs7l47lmP0Cs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GQ-Kap_fUhA1QfL1K2Tn8p5C5BGYmB4QCgGsTisgvCc/edit?usp=sharing


Where to Get Books Free Online and Which Ones to Choose
Places for free books:

● Your local library
● Kindle & Nook - including free e-reading apps on other devices

○ Access to new free ebooks each month
● Google Play
● Bibliomania
● Family & friends!

Free Books Online
● https://archive.org/
● https://www.gutenberg.org/
● Overdrive.com

Free Audiobooks Online
● https://librivox.org/

Free Online Books WITH Audiobook Pairing
● http://esl-bits.net/

Which Ones to Choose
There’s a ton of books on those sites that are FANTASTIC middle schoolers. Below are a few we think

some of you would like. Click on the title to go straight to the source and get a little more information on the
book. All the links below lead to the text with audio pairing.

Don’t be shy of browsing yourself, too! There’s A LOT. Not sure what to pick? Look the title up on the
book-review website, Goodreads, to see why others have liked it. Any books that rate above 3.5 stars are
usually REALLY good.

Students entering 6th grade:
Choose any book that interests you; some suggestions are below

Students entering 7th grade:
We have some specific suggestions that we can give you a physical copy of before school ends
this year.

Loser by Jerry Spinelli
Maus by Art Spiegelman
Tangerine by Edward Bloor
Mississippi Trial, 1955 by Chris Crowe

Students entering 8th grade:
Choose any book that interests you; some suggestions are below

● Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
● A Wrinkle in Time
● Bridge to Terabithia
● Diary of a Wimpy Kid
● Esperanza Rising
● Peter and the Starcatchers
● The Absolutely True Diary of a

Part-Time Indian

● The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time

● The House on Mango Street
● The Lion, the Witch, and the

Wardrobe
● The Crossover
● The Tale of Despereaux
● Spiderman: The Darkest Hour

https://archive.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.overdrive.com/
https://librivox.org/
http://esl-bits.net/
https://www.goodreads.com/
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Alice/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Wrinkle/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Bridge.to.Terabithia/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Wimpy.Kid/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Esperanza.Rising/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Peter.and.the.Starcatchers/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Absolutely.True.Diary/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Absolutely.True.Diary/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/curious.incident.of.the.dog/chapter_index.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/curious.incident.of.the.dog/chapter_index.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/House/resumen.html
http://esl-bits.net/Novellas.for.ESL.Students/Lion.Witch.Wardrobe/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/Novellas.for.ESL.Students/Lion.Witch.Wardrobe/preview.html
https://readanybook.com/online/757624
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Tale.of.Despereaux/preview.html
http://esl-bits.net/ESL.English.Learning.Audiobooks/Spidey/preview.html

